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It is vain to seek for honor, but it 
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able. 


Page 2 


COVER PICTURE 

OUR GOAL FOR THE NEW YEAR is 
to send the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ 
to all the world, and this may be expressed 
by these symbols: 

The open Bible contains the divinely in- 
spired Word of God for the entire world. 
The candle symbolizes the ever accom- 
panying Holy Spirit who enlightens. The 
cross reminds us of Calvary where the 
precious redeeming blood was shed for the 
redemption of fallen man. The flags rep- 
resent the Church and our nation march- 
ing side by side. That position we pray 
will ever be maintained, for America was 
founded on the principles of the blessed 
truth of God, and grants us the glorious 
privilege of religious liberties and freedom 
of worship. 

Let every one of us join in sending the 
gospel to every creature as Jesus has com- 
manded. 





REV. H. L. MARCUM DIES; 500 
WITNESS LAST RITES 





One of our most colorful and in- 
fluential ministers in the State of 
West Virginia, and who is well-known 
throughout the nation, passed away 
in the Williamson Memorial Hospital 
on Armistice Day. Brother H. L. Mar- 
cum, who was considered somewhat as 
a balance wheel in the ministerial 
staff of the State because of his many 
years of experience and his scriptural, 
spiritual depth, has helped many 
ministers to surmount their trials and 
adversities. 

While in the hospital, Brother Mar- 
cum gave two final sermonettes, one 
on the coming of Jesus and the other 
on the patience of Job. He also bore 
out in a testimony during his last 


few minutes that he was going to be 
with the Lord, and his death was most 
victorious. 

Reverends Compton and Cooper, 
and I officiated at the funeral, Rever- 
end Cooper bringing the main ad- 
dress. He used as his subject, “Is This 
the End?” and his message was very 
inspiring, as was also that of Brother 
Compton, who referred to Acts 11:24. 
Special singing was rendered by a 
ministers’ quartet composed of Rever- 
ends Worley, Weaver, Ellis, and 
the writer. The quartet sang “If We 
Never Meet Again.” Reverend Weaver 
and his wife sang “Farther Along,” 
and a Marcum Trio sang “In the 
Shadow of the Cross.” 

After viewing the body, the pro- 
cession was led by thirty-two ladies, 
each carrying two sprays, or wreaths, 
of flowers. This meant that there 
were over sixty sprays and wreaths 
for the funeral, which showed the 
love and respect that the people of 
the Church of God in this com- 
munity had for this old venerable 
soldier of the cross. Brother Mar- 
cum’s funeral was one of the largest 
the undertaker has had in a long 
time, according to what he told me 
when I remarked about the funeral 
being so large. 

A goodly number of preachers 
throughout the State were present. 
It did not seem like Brother Marcum 
had passed away, but it seemed more 
like he had just taken a trip, as his 
death was so victorious. 

OBITUARY 

Rev. Henry L. Marcum, fifty-eight 
years of age, of Naugatuck, W. Va., a 
minister of the Church of God for 
twenty-two years, who preached for 
forty-two years, and a former state 
overseer of Missouri, died at 4:45 a.m., 
November 11, in the local hospital at 
Williamson, W. Va. 

Reverend Marcum was_ widely 
known in this section, where he had 
served as pastor of some of the larger 
churches and conducted numerous re- 
vival meetings. 

He became seriously ill about a 
month ago while holding a revival at 
the Church of God on Short Street 
in Williamson. The pastor, Rev. L. S. 
Cooper, closed the revival due to the 
minister’s grave condition. 

Reverend Marcum had spent most of 
his lifetime in Logan and Mingo coun- 
ties. His ministerial duties often called 
him to communities all over the 

(Continued on page 11) 
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E. J. BOEHMER 


We have come to the close of an- 
other year. Its months, weeks, days, 
and hours are now in the past. Many 
and varied have the opportunities 
been that have presented themselves 
to us in this span of our lives. Millions 
have passed another milestone and 
we are all one year nearer to the 
close of our earthly career, whether 
we have spent it in the way we should 
have or in a way that has not only 
grieved the heart of the Preserver of 
our lives but those with whom we 
have associated. 

We know, however, that the hand 
of the Lord has been extended to us 
all in mercy. His wishes and will to- 
ward us were good, whether we con- 
sidered it as such or not. His over- 
shadowing care has been ours and 
many have the blessings been which 
we have received from His gracious 
hands. His eye has been upon us 
and His hand over us, and we say 
with Samuel of old that hitherto He 
has helped us. 

With many the closing hours of the 
year have been spent in reflecting. 
As we have meditated, tears of grati- 
tude have filled our eyes, and its clos- 
ing moments have found us with 
more love toward God, and a deeper 
appreciation for Him. Our eyes have 
been enlightened and our vision of 
Him is clearer. Many have been seek- 
ing Him for a closer walk and as they 
walked with Him they, too, can say 
that they have had moments when 
their hearts burned within them and 
a deeper spirit of appreciation filled 
their hearts, and a new determina- 
tion to make the coming year a. more 
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ather Cime 


By E. J. Boehmer 


useful one for God than the one 
which has just closed. 

Is it not sad to think that some 
have been so unmindful of the grace 
and mercy shown unto them? They 
began the year without Him and have 
closed it in like manner. They have 
gone through many revivals, have 
listened to many heart-touching ap- 
peals, heard many earnest prayers, 
have felt the strivings of His Spirit, 
and yet they are strangers to Him 
who loves them. 

Many have come into the world 
and many have passed away. Some 
left prepared and some unprepared, 
some prospered and some have had 
great reverses, and still others are 
now lingering on a bed of affliction 
because they have associated with 
those who not only tasted the depth 
of sin themselves, but led others with 
them in sin’s seductive paths. The 
way of the transgressor has sadly 
proved to them that it is hard. 

If He has chastised some of us as 
His own, for acts of disobedience, 
shortcomings, faults, etc., we do well 
to take it as an act of love, for whom 
He loveth He will correct and all for 
the purpose of making children out 
of us who will learn obedience by the 
things we may have suffered. 

THE FUTURE 

“In the beginning God” should be 
our motto for the ensuing year. Let 
us enter upon it with a purpose in 
mind to live before Him thoughtfully. 
To be prayerful should be the desire 
of all that love Him. To be a better 
minister, a better church member, a 
better husband, father or mother 
should lie uppermost in our minds. 

Life, to a great extent, is what we 
make it. If we are willing and obe- 
dient, we shall eat the fat of the land. 
If we so choose, we can walk in the 


‘ path of righteousness by keeping our 


eyes upon Him and our hands in His. 
He will not fail us. He has promised 
to go with us alway and all the way. 
We may live in green pastures and at 
the same time help carry the load of 
someone else. Some true child of His 
may be permitted to walk through 
the valley and taste a little of the 
fellowship of “His sufferings,” then 
we should remember them and help 
carry a part of the load. An unself- 
ish and willing spirit to help the 
struggling is well pleasing in the sight 
of the Lord. “ 

If wejlive pleasing to God, “His 
joy” may be our strength and the 
guidance of His Spirit we may realize. 
His angels will camp round about us 
and our fellowship one with another 
will be sweet. If from our hearts we 
obey Him, we, too, can have a con- 
science void of offense, and God’s 
testimony concerning us can be “that 
we please Him.” 

Very unusual things have taken 
place during the past year, and since 
the last days are upon us, it is un- 
known to us what the year 1948 may 
bring. We may know. though, that 
those who have that “upward” look 
in their souls and “that hope in them” 
will continually purify themselves and 
seek to become more like Him from 
day to day. We would suggest to 
those who desire to be ready, to 
adopt the following motto for the 
coming year: “Watch and Pray.” 

The time in which we are living 
calls for our very best. It requires 
determination and willingness con- 
nected with some self-denial to go 
against the stream of wickedness now 


* existing. This world lieth in wicked- 


ness. A denial of God’s true power is 
keenly manifested. Carelessness and 


(Continued on page 11) 
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MY RESOLVE 


That love shall cut the tangled grass 

About my feet, for prejudice 
And ignorance in league, alas, 

Rob Nature of her promised bliss. 
There vipers lurk, and in the marsh 

A thousand furious plagues may lurk 
To murder peace with fingers harsh, 

And madly stay the long day’s work. 
So shall I swing the scythe with zeal— 

For love can down the toughest weed— 
And keenly dress the ardent steel 

Each morning with the whet of need. 
This not alone, for | shall drain 

With diligence. the patient soil, 
And with new meadows for my gain 

A harvest gather for my toil. 

Then shall | plant the fruitful seed 
That love with patient fingers sows, 
And guard it, though my soul shall bleed, 
Till in the desert blooms the rose. 

—Robert MacGowan. 
oO 


THE END—THE BROKEN ENDS 

As the weeks, days, hours, and minutes draw us nearer 
the end of this year, we are reminded that natural life, 
also, sooner or later will end. Queen Catherine, of Russia, 
in contemplation of the projects she was forced to leave 
unaccomplished, said, “I am an accumulation of broken 
ends.” Job said, “My purposes are broken off.” That is the 
way life seems to most of us, and we usually realize it 
all the more keenly as we face the closing of the old year 
and the beginning of the new. 

When one stops to take inventory, he finds on the shelf, 
many times, merchandise in stock which to the casual 
observer has been unnoticed, even some dust-covered and 
greatly decreased in value! So as we take inventory of 
this past year, we find on life’s shelf some things we do not 
care to bring over into the new year. We find many of 
our plans still unfinished and much of the work yet to 
be done. When we’ think of so many things we want to 
do, we should not become discouraged, for the great cable 
that holds the ship is made up of a mass of little fibers 
of hemp. They are very tiny, yet so artfully interwoven 
that each becomes -an important part of the giant rope 
which can hold the mighty ocean liner. The rope-maker 
has twisted all of the little short pieces, with their myriads 
of ends, into the great giant rope. So life is made up of 
many little parts so interwoven that we seem never to 
come to the end. We have so many things we still want to 
do. In fact, this is life. We are endowed with hope, but 
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when the sun of hope is set, we reach the end. 

Once I was greatly impressed and have reflected many 
times on the statement of our late elderly Brother Looney, 
who, after receiving a special blessing of God, said, “The 
Lord has put me out on new legs again.” His spirit was 
still young; in fact, it is said the spirit never grows old. 
It is only the frail temple, the body, that perishes. Our 
precious aged ministers often remind us that the call of 
God is still ever new and burning deeply within them so 
that they are constantly wishing and hoping for an op- 
portunity to continue their ministry. They keenly regret 
that the failing physical man hinders them. So may we 
all who have life and health, and remaining strength, do 
our best in this coming year to weave the little and great 
purposes of life together into one consistent purpose of 


consecration. 
©). 


HE GOETH BEFORE YOU 

Deut. 31:8, “The Lord, he it is that doth go before thee.” 

It takes more than just a wish to make a happy new 
year: it takes a will. Happiness does not depend on things 
that we meet, but the way we meet them. 

We cannot tell what the year may bring to us—what 
wealth of joy, what bitterness of sorrow; we do not know, 
and why should we want to know? If we knew of some 
good fortune which was to be ours during the next year, 
we, no doubt, would be so eager for the time to come that 
we most surely would become impatient and unhappy. 
Then, on the other hand, if a great tragedy or deep sor- 
row awaited us at a certain time, we would, of course, live 
in constant dread and fear of this terrible catastrophe. 
God hid the future from us. We can live but a moment 
at a time. Why worry about the future? Jesus said, “What 
is that to thee? follow thou me.” Right between us and 
all that may come to us, good or bad, we have the promise 
of the Lord’s presence—that He will go with us. For this 
we are very thankful. He knows every need of mankind. 
He not only knows but He cares. He is the One, and only 
One, who can guide us safely through this terrible, sin- 
fogged ocean of life. 

The engineer of a great ship is far below the water’s 
surface. He cannot see one foot of the onen sea; all he 
has to guide him is an instrument and the signals of the 
pilot, who, from his position, can see many miles of the 
sea. From the pilot comes the orders to start, to stop, to 
turn, and, on the high seas, to go full speed ahead. May 
we take Jesus as our sure Pilot and listen well to His di- 
rections for this coming year? for we must put our trust 
in Him. That strong radiant hope of His presence ever 
with us is a great source of strength, for it is He that doth 
go before us. 








THE GREATEST OF ALL 
My greatest loss—to lose my soul. 
My greatest gain—Christ my Saviour. 
My greatest object—to glorify God. 
My greatest joy—God’s salvation. 
My greatest inheritance—heaven and its glory. 
My greatest victory—over death through Christ. 
My greatest neglect—so great a salvation. 
My greatest crime—to reject Christ. 
My greatest bargain—to lose all to win Christ. 
My greatest profit—godliness now and for ever. 
My greatest peace—passeth all understanding. 
My greatest knowledge—to know God and Christ. 

—Christian Digest. 
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BY THE EDITOR 





EVENING IS BEST 


I like the evening best, 
When children say their prayers, 
When little tousled towheads 
Stumble up the stairs. 
I like the birds’ soft twitter, 
The friendly sounds of night, 
A hearth where cheery driftwood 
Throws a ruddy light. 
—Harriet Markham Gill. 





PRPLPPLLLOLLLLOLILLLLDLDS. 
EVENING PRAYER 

Another day has come and gone. Evening falls and 
night comes on. The body is tired and the mind weary, 
but the soul is not at peace before it has communed with 
God. The day’s record must be straight, the account 
balanced. 

We thank Thee, heavenly Father, for the blessings of 
this day, both in body and in soul. Thou hast protected 
us from danger and harm and kept us from sin and evil. 
Thou hast prospered the labors of our hands and helped 
us to walk with our fellow men in peace and understand- 
ing. In mercy hast Thou led us, and in loving-kindness 
hast Thou dealt with us. 

And now, O Father, we commend ourselves and all 
our loved ones to Thy fatherly care and protection through 
the coming night. Permit us to rest in safety under Thine 
almighty wings. Comfort the sick and sorrowing. En- 
courage the downhearted and lonely. Lead the erring and 
wayward into the paths of truth and uprightness. 

O God, give wisdom and understanding to the men in 
high places, in the government of our country and in 
other lands, that they may work together in harmony 
for the peace of the world. Look in mercy on all those 
who are still suffering the consequences of war’s deso- 
lation and terrors. 

Bless the Christian church throughout the world. Keep 
it in Thy truth. Give it power and zeal in its efforts 
to extend the borders of Thy kingdom. Make its influence 
effective toward a better world. 

Forgive our sins and transgressions. Give us humble 
and penitent hearts. And if it be Thy will, permit us 
to rise again in the morning to a new day of grace and 
of service. Help us in all things to bring praise and 
honor to Thy holy name. We pray in Jesus’ name. Amen. 
—Selected. 





TOBACCO 
“The use of cigarettes is making inroads on the 
strength of the nerves of all who smoke them, especially 
boys of tender years or women who smoke them because 
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they think that the practice is smart.”—Dr. Harvey W.- 
Wiley. 

“Let every adolescent be assured that the cigarette habit 
is going to prove a handicap in his studies in high school 
and college. The use of tobacco will cut down your grades. 
Scholarship always suffers when a girl or boy contracts 
the tobacco habit. Scholarship and tobacco do not belong 
together. 

“Of recent years a thorough investigation along this 
line was carried out in two hundred and six schools in 
the Middle Western States,” says Prof. M. N. O’Shea, di- 
rector of the investigation, who sent out the questionnaire. 

“One cannot go over reports from these two hundred 
and six schools without forming the conviction that 
tobacco is either directly or indirectly playing a tragic role 
in the high schools. The principals and faculties who co- 
operated in making this investigation are well-trained 
persons. They are probably not as much inclined as most 
people to form hasty, superficial conclusions in respect 
to so important a matter as the forces that are operating 
against the success of their efforts in the schoolroom... . 
When a pupil begins the use of tobacco, the chances are 
that his intellectual work will decline in comparison with 
that of one who abstains from tobacco.”—Belle Wood- 
Comstock, M. D. 





A hundred Protestant mission boards and agencies -in 
the United States and Canada spent a total of $32,943,600 : 
on overseas mission work for recurring needs in 1946; 
according to a statement by Dr. W. C. Fairfield, General 
Secretary of the Foreign Missions Conference of North 
America. Of the total, nearly $20,000,000 was sent to 
foreign fields by mission boards representing seven: de-:: 
nominations, which are as follows: General Conference 
of Seventh Day Adventists—$4,570,096; Southern Baptist 
Convention—$4,498,413; Methodists—$3,858,553;. Presby- 
terian Church in U.S.A.—$3,334,934; Assemblies of God— 
$1,351,318; the Congregational Christian churches— 
$937, 518. Together the American Baptists Foreign Mission 
Society and the Woman’s American Baptist Foreign Mis- 
sion Society sent $1,006,779 for -recurring mneeds:—The 
Watchman Examiner. ; 





You suffer your greatest loss when you lose faith in 
yourself and in God. 

“No man has ever been betrayed by the friendship of 
a good book.” —Roy:-L; Smith. ' 
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C1 Sure Way 1G Prosperity 
or Let God Manage Your Business. ~ 


By Rev. Paul Claudius Bucher, D. D. 


When the prophet Elijah came to 
the city of Zarephath, he found the 
community famine-stricken. The first 
one he met was a very poor widow 
with one son. Elijah, being hungry 
and thirsty, called to her for food 
and drink, but she was preparing to 
eat the last food they had in the 
house, and then die. Elijah said, “... 
make me thereof a little cake first. ..,” 
1 Kings 17:13. This did not seem right, 
but the prophet wished to impress 
upon the mind of this discouraged 
woman the all-important fact that 
GOD MUST BE PLACED BEFORE 
ANYTHING OR ANY PERSON. The 
prophet was a God-anointed and 
chosen preacher. When the woman 
obeyed and gave to God first, “... 
the barrel of meal wasted not, nei- 
ther did the cruse of oil fail...,” 1 
Kings 17:16. This woman was great- 
ly rewarded when, later, her son 
sickened and died, and the prophet 
prayed, and God heard and re- 
stored him to life. Many times we 
are sick and in trouble, and get no 
answer to our prayers, because we 
do not PUT GOD FIRST. 


Very few realize the blessing of giv- 
ing to God even the tenth, or “tithe” 
of their increase. The word TITHE 
in the Hebrew is “mah-as-ayr,” 
meaning a tenth part. It derives from 
the word signifying “ten,” which 
means to be rich. Hence the word 
“ten,” because it includes all the units 
under it, is the RICH number. It is 
significant of completeness, or abun- 
dance, in many passages of scripture. 


Jacob said unto Laban, “Thou hast 
changed my wages these ten times,” 
Gen. 31:41. “. . . thy pound hath 
gained ten pounds,” Luke 19:16. 
When you give God His part, do you 
suppose His Word is not truthful? 
“_..I will open the windows of heav- 
a. 

Jesus blessed the loaves and fishes 
to feed the great multitude, so will 
He bless your small income to pay 
that big debt. The wages you receive 
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may seem small, and you wonder how 
you can pay expenses. PUT GOD 
FIRST; give HIM a chance to bless 
you. Millions have tried God and 
found Him true. His Word has never 
failed. “Bring ye all the tithes into 
the storehouse, that there may be 
meat in mine house, and PROVE ME 
NOW herewith, saith the Lord of 
hosts, if I will not open you the win- 
dows of heaven, and pour out a bless- 
ing that there shall not be room 
enough to receive it,” Mal. 3:10. 

The “tithe,” or tenth, belongs to 
God, and when you hold back, you 
rob God, also yourself, of His bless- 





ne darkest hour *: Vr, 
in any MANS O27 
t life is When he 


ing. The law of tithing was not a 
new law; Israel had transgressed— 
backslidden and ceased to pay God’s 
part. The tithe was pledged by Jacob 
nearly 300 years before Moses re- 
ceived the law from God’s hand. Gen. 


28:22, “... and of all that thou shalt 
give me, I will surely give the tenth 
unto thee.” 

The law of tithing was written in 
Abram’s heart over 400 years before 
Moses wrote about Abram paying 
tithes to Melchizedek, priest of the 
most high God. Gen. 14:18-20. Christ 
is called a high priest after the order 
of Melchizedek (meaning “my King 
is righteous”), Heb. 5:10. If Abram 
paid tithes to Melchizedek, why 
should we hesitate to pay tithes to 
Christ, who is the High Priest for- 
ever? Gen. 3:19, “. . . the law was 
added because of transgression.” Ac- 


+ sits down to er |} 


TES 
O-Omeapoer 


cording to the law, the Jew gave 
regularly one-tenth of his income for 
the support of the priestly tribe of 
Levi (Num. 18:24), another tenth for 
maintenance of various public feasts 
and sacrifices (Deut. 14:22-27), still 
another tenth every third year for 
the poor of the land (Deut. 14:28, 29). 
The. Levites gave the tithe of the 
tithes they had received to the priests. 
Num. 18:25-32; Neh. 10:38. No part 
of the people were exempt. There 
were, in addition to the tithes, stated 
services and feasts (Lev. 23:2-38) and 
various personal sacrifices: Leviticus, 
chapters 1-7. In all, the devout Jew 
gave easily a fourth, or even a third 
of his income every year to the 
maintenance of the worship of God. 

The tithe, as well as the firstling of 

the flock, was considered holy unto 

the Lord. Lev. 27:30. Each time Is- 


y 
‘4 rael failed God, and backslid, they 


got into trouble. When they began 
to ask God for help, He answered, 
“... Bring ye all the tithes into the 
storehouse (church).” Many today 
are saying, “That was for Israel 
and not under the New Testament.” 
Christ said, “Think not that I am 
come to destroy the law ... I come 
not to destroy, but to fulfill,” Matt. 5:- 
17. He told the Pharisees they paid 
tithes of all manner of herbs, and 
passed over judgment and the love of 
God, and adds, “... these ought ye to 
have done, and not to leave the other 
undone,” Matt. 23:23; Luke 11:42. 
Israel gave abundantly (2 Chron. 
31:5) and faithfully (2 Chron. 31:- 
12), and we are told to give with 
a willing mind (2 Cor. 8:12). Solomon 
says, “There is that scattereth, and 
yet increaseth; and there is that 
withholdeth more than is meet, but 
it tendeth to poverty,” Prov. 11:24. 
Give God His portion, and watch His 
blessings pour over you, in prosperity. 
Psa. 84:11 says, “No good thing will 
I withhold from them that walk up- 
rightly.” James 4:3, “Ye ask and re- 
ceive not because ye ask amiss, that 
ye may consume it upon your lusts 
(pleasures) .” When you pray and no 


(Continued on page 13) 
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1946 Pursuit 


By REV. H. L. CHESSER 


For days, yea weeks, the Christmas 
bells have been resounding, voices 
caroling, the spirit of Christmas has 
been wafting through the air, the 
very being of many has been pulsat- 
ing with that feeling, “Christmas is 
here.” Gifts have been exchanged, 
great and small, and many hearts 
have been made glad, though the gift 
be small. As the old year glides by, the 
new year is ushered in. Ushered in? 
Yes, these are momentous days in 
which we live. Great are the happen- 
ings at home and abroad that usher 
in the new year. No one seems to know 
what to expect. As when there is a 
knock at the door of your home at 
night, you know not who comes there, 
nor what he brings, good news or bad, 
so we know that 1948 comes, but what 
it brings nobody knows. 

In Matt. 6:33, Jesus said, “Seek ye 
first the kingdom of God and his 
righteousness, and all these things 
will be added unto you.” 

At the close of His sermon on the 
mount, He warns His followers not to 
be overanxious about the natural 
things, but consider the more impor- 
tant things of life first; not to seek 
the changing of the history of the 
past, which many would be so glad to 
do were it possible, or seek to live life 
over, which would be as impos- 
sible as to reverse the flow of the river 
and cause it to flow back to its 
source. There is no profit or satisfac- 
tion in seeking of this kind; it can- 
not be changed, or recalled. Turn it 
over to God and let the past be our 
teacher. One man said he never did 
worry about the past, but endeavored 
to practice the Golden Rule, and had 
nothing to worry about when he did 
that. As we face the new year, no 
doubt we will resolve, as the old year 
goes out, “I am going to live a little 
closer to the Lord, work a little hard- 
er and be a better example of a Chris- 
tian.” There is only one way we can 
carry out this resolve: let us commit 
our way to Him and be a doer of the 
text—“Seek ye first the kingdom of 
God and his righteousness.” 

The chief end of life should be to 
glorify God and enjoy Him forever. 
But, to do this requires our best; the 
challenge is before us. 
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We might ask ourselves, what is the 
kingdom of God? The dominant or 
rule of God’s will. If this be accom- 
plished in our lives in 1948, it will be 
the greatest year of our lives. The 
dominant or rule of God’s will con- 
cerns conduct, also all our doings and 
relations. God’s will to dominate our 
lives is not to be secondary, but first; 
‘not my will, but thine be done”—life’s 
chief end. There are many intermedi- 
ate ends and objects which rightfully 
call for our attention, but there is one 
which must never be forgotten: first, 
the kingdom of God and His right- 
eousness; for to this end were we 
born, to love God, serve Him, praise 
Him, live in fellowship with Him, and 
to do His will. First, God; second, oth- 
ers; third, self; or we may term it 
righteousness, duty, and pleasure. 

We are told in the Scripture to 
“fear God and keep his command- 
ments, for this is the whole duty of 
man.” The pleasure of the Christian 
is when he knows he has done his 
duty. He could not do his duty with- 
out being righteous. He could not be 
righteous and do his duty, and not 
have pleasure. My father used to tell 
us that business came before pleasure. 
That suggested to us it was more im- 
portant. . 

Possibly all men would be willing to 
make the kingdom the secondary 
thing in their lives, but each man 
would like to choose his own first 
thing. Jesus knew this when He said, 
“If any man will come after me, let 
him deny himself and take up his 
cross and follow me.” Many will be 
willing to carry a cross in 1948, if they 
are allowed to choose their cross, but 
the text says seek first the kingdom. 
The cross, in all probability, will be 
there to bear if we obey this injunc- 
tion. The first object with one may 
be life, with another it may be honor, 
or self-respect, or conscience, which 
he had rather preserve than anything 
else. 

The rich, young ruler, mentioned in 
the tenth chapter of Mark, came run- 
ning. He was anxious in his own way. 


But when it was pointed out to him” 


the one thing he lacked, “he went 
away grieved, for he had great pos- 
sessions.” He desired to choose his 


own first thing to seek. So many in 
this life reverse this precept and make 
it this way: “We must secure food and 
raiment, and welcome righteousness 
afterwards,” making the earthly es- 
sential, and the heavenly supplemen- 
tary. Earthly interests are so press- 
ing; we must attend to that since, ap- 
parently, we recognize no one as be- 
ing capable of putting it on a satis- 
factory footing but ourselves. 

The adversary would make us be- 
lieve that unless we sought the neces- 
sities of life first, we would starve; 
but it is made plain here that if we 
seek the heavenly things first, we will 
be well provided for. Our great and 
principal concern is to seek, desire, 
pursue, and aim at the kingdom and 
His righteousness, and we will have 
the other things added; but if we 
seek the earthly things first, we have 
no promise that the heavenly things 
will be added. 

In Hebrews 12:14, the writer tells us 
to “follow peace with all men, and 
holiness, without which no man shall 
see the Lord.” The preference in life 
should be the heavenly, rather than 
the earthly. Because of the impor- 
tance, eternal things should be the 
paramount object in our pursuit of 
life. The soul of man, and its destiny 
here and hereafter, is of far greater 
value and major importance. But, 
momentarily, we are made conscious 
of the need of the earthly things more 
keenly than of the spiritual, because 
of our constant association and con- 
tact with the everyday routine of af- 
fairs, and we are prone to lean toward 
our feelings. Then it might be said 
we were seeking first the natural 
things. The more we read and hear 
the deep, searching truths from God’s 
Word, and reflect and meditate upon 
God and His all-wise providence in 
dealing with man in his present and 
future estate, the more conscious we 
are of our need to seek Him first. Life 
as a Christian here in our country is 
so near the same as the life of the 


non-Christian who lives a good moral 


life, until many do not realize the 
need of seeking the kingdom first. 
After all, the conduct of professed 
Christian people is a good barometer 
of their salvation. Jesus said, “By this 
shall all men know that ye are my 
disciples, because ye have love one to 
another.” And this will be shown in 
conduct. We may tell our brother we 
love him, but actions speak louder 
than words. James said, “Shew me 


(Continued on page 14) 
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oe are the words of Samuel, 
who took a stone and set it between 
Mizpeh and Shen, and called the 
name of it Eben-ezer. In this seventh 
chapter we find where the ark was 
in the house of Abinadab for twenty 
years, and all the house of Israel wept 
before the Lord. Samuel called the 
people together for prayer and stated 
that he would pray for them, and they 
gathered at Mizpeh and drew water 
and poured it out before the Lord, and 
fasted on that day. The people of Is- 


By the Editor-in-Chief 


rael had drifted into sin and idolatry, 
and now the prophet of God had 
called them to repentance. The Philis- 
tines, their constant enemy, were 
watching always to take advantage of 
them. While the children of Israel 
were gathered and Samuel was offer- 
ing the burnt offering and praying 
unto the Lord, the Philistines, the en- 
emy, drew near to battle against Is- 
rael. But also while Israel was in wor- 
ship, God heard and answered prayer 
by thundering with a great thunder 
on that day upon the Philistines, and 


1 Samuel 7:12b, “Hitherto hath the Lord helped us.” 





discomfited them; and they were 
smitten before Israel. And the men of 
Israel went out of Mizpeh, and pur- 
sued the Philistines, and smote them, 
until they came under Beth-car. Then 
Samuel took a stone, and set it be- 
tween Mizpeh and Shen, and called 
the name of it Eben-ezer, saying, 
Hitherto hath the Lord helped us. 

Eben-ezer is a symbol of the meet- 
ing place with God. The ark had been 
the symbol of God’s presence in the 
midst of Israel, but for twenty years 
they did not have the ark in its right- 
ful place. God was still on His throne; 
but how easy it is for people to forget 
that He is ever listening to hear their 
cries, regardless. However, emblems, 
symbols, places, times, and events 
have their piace in focusing our minds 
upon the great God of the universe. 

When the rumored news reached 
them of the Philistines’ approach, no 
doubt the Israelites were frightened, 
for they were not prepared for war. 
They did not have with them the 
weapons of warfare. They were, on 
this occasion, repenting, weeping, 
praying, and beseeching God’s deliver- 
ance, and no doubt, since Samuel had 
promised to pray for them, and believ- 
ing that he was a man of God, ac- 
quainted with heaven, they entreated 
him even the more to pray for them, 
and it was here they gained the vic- 
tory. 

Victory came, but not until they had 
forsaken their idols, confessed their 
sins, and, in humiliation of spirit, im- 
plored the all-wise God for deliver- 
ance. They sacrificed, they poured out 
water (and water was precious in that 
country where there were few wells), 
they fasted, gave up the comforts of 
their daily food, and purified their 
hearts before God, making it possible 
for God to grant them the victory. 

Their prayer was more than for 
deliverance from the Philistines: it 
was an adjustment of their own lives 
in accordance with the will of God. 
The offering of the sacrifice, which 
required that the animal be slain and 
burned, was a direct type of the Lamb 
of God spilling His lifeblood and giv- 
ing His body for the salvation of man- 
kind. 

It is only natural, when one yields 
to God and worships Him, that the 
enemy will soon give one a severe test; 
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Reflections: Statistics of the Progress of the Church, Sept. 1946 - Sept. 1947 


Rev. H. L. Chesser, Assistant General Overseer 


Since we did not have a General Assembly in 1947, 
where you could hear the reports read, showing the gains 
in the work of the Church, we give you here a few of 
the high lights so you can rejoice with us in the accom- 
plishments of the last year’s work of the ministry and 
laity, also the friends of the Church of God. 

It has been said by some that the tithes are a good 
barometer of the Church, to show whether the Church 
is making success or not. If any business is to succeed, the 
financial side must be kept up. If the Church is to suc- 
ceed, the spiritual side, as well as the financial, must be 
kept up. The increase in tithes paid is remarkable and 
gratifying. We give you a report of the tithes paid by 
the white churches of the United States and Canada. The 
records show that the increase over last year was more 
than one-third of a million dollars—near $350,000. In the 
face of the rising costs of living, our people still love and 
appreciate the Lord and His cause. Some states had a 
gain in tithes of near 25 per cent, while some others 


showed a loss. As for increase in property value, we give 
the following: Local church properties in the United 
States and Canada increased over $3,250,000 above that 
of last year. State property value, such as state parson- 
ages, campgrounds, schools, Orphanage, etc., increased 
over $300,000. Total property value of the Church of 
God, according to reports from states, foreign, colored 
and general, is over $16,000,000 or an increase of over 
$5,000,000. The property value of the entire Church, if 
equally divided, would amount to approximately $130 per 
member. For every member increase this past year, we 
had a property value increase of $527.79. 

Our total number of churches is 2,864; total members, 
125,921; average Sunday School attendance in the United 
States and Canada, 108,584, or an average per school of 
57 and two-thirds per Sunday. We have much to thank God 
for: His Spirit and love; His people and their loyalty to 
the cause of right. The Church keeps rising and unfurling 
her banners. Let us keep the good work going. 


REPORT OF STATE AND DISTRICT CONVENTION MISSION OFFERINGS FOR 1946-1947, AS RE- 
PORTED TO THE GENERAL OFFICE BY THE STATE OVERSEERS 





























State DISTRICT GAIN OR LOSS STATE GAIN OR LOSS 
1946 1947 1946 1947 
EE ewe ee ee Se $15,273.94 $15,075.82 —$198.12 $ 2,059.88 $ 2,539.85 $ 479.97 
alt Sa gateaeaies 2,134.99 1,171.89 —963.10 1,141.37 1,036.86 —104.51 
I Ss ‘ 473.00 50.00 —423.00 827.60 981.94 154.34 
Coes 200.00 2,669.47 2,469.47 1,105.00 1,315.24 210.24 
Canada (Western) 744.02 1,398.38 654.36 803.14 1,219.10 415.96 
Canada (Central) 250.00 321.00 71.00 
Colorado 100.00 150.00 50.00 
Florida eres 5,634.78 5,637.02 2.24 16,065.87 12,087.48 —3,978.39.. 
| Se eee wv 5,799.72 715.38 —5,084.34 11,328.47 12,500.00 1,171.53 
I atc an és 344.70 551.78 217,08 
Illinois nn on een 2,549.05 2,739.36 190.91 2,291.57 2,800.12 608.55 
Indiana 2,708.00 2,150.50 —557.50 
Iowa z 3,200.00 1,833.72 —1,366.28 
_ a 1,341.60 1,311.00 —30.60 437.15 664.21 127.06 
RE areas 5,585.02 4,546.20 —1,038.82 3,730.58 2,887.63 —842.95 
5 eas 2,712.76 3,089.18 316.42 1,317.50 1,708.26 390.76 
Maryland, Delaware, D. C. 400.00 1,000.00 600.00 4,179.84 4,500.00 320.16 
Michiana —_____. 2,314.40 3,253.56 939.36 5,134.13 6,101.74 967.61 
Minnesota 289.83 236.00 —53.38 
_ RAE nes omceee 4,285.00 4,465.77 180.77 1,364.68 1,275.82 —88.86 
Missouri 1,941.88 2,110.91 169.02 2,074.36 1,794.18 —280.18 
Montana a 274.74 550.87 276.13 1,013.00- 901.29 —111.71 
a. 230.00 347.73 117.73 
2, crs 220.27 244.34 24.07 
New Mexico —____ : 800.00 581.60 —218.40 300.00 1,256.85 956.85 
New England States ______. 1,147.06 837.31 —309.75 
a 185.24 172.58 —12.66 
North Carolina —.___ 19,551.34 14,587.86 —4,963.48 8,500.00 9,199.03 699.03 
North Dekota —___ 2,515.28 1,106.04 —1,409.24 2,114.48 3,100.84 986.36 
ae eee eee 4,800.00 2,412.06 —1,387.94 4,300.00 6,649.39 2,349.39 
I 1,198.38 1,039.36 —159.02 760.00 1,604.00 844.00 
(SAS REE ae 441.68 229.50 —212.18 
Pennsylvania pee Aine 2,939.96 2,058.82 —881.14 4,070.54 3,402.62 667.92 
South Carolina —____. tee 8,760.83 10,316.62 1,155.79 10,902.63 10,148.85 —1753.78 
South Dakota —__ 1,545.14 1,580.84 35.70 2,533.60 2,150.52 —383.08 
Tennessee Lee Se 8,782.72 10,000.00 1,217.28 8,271.56 8,303.60 32.04 
Texas ae ce eS eee 6,705.99 3,702.89 —3,003.10 1,184.21 1,496.93 312.72 
a 6,810.08 5,050.89 —1,759.19 5,058.50 4,525.85 —532.65 
To. 1,100.82 500.00 —600.82 
West Virginia _.____ 4,031.63 4,493.90 462.27 11,465.72 12,121.82 656.10 
i Ea ee aes 144.68 119.50 —25.18 
46.30 60.25 13.95 





Wyoming 


The minus (—) sign means loss. 











All the World— 
Every Creature 





Dear Brother Brinsfield: 

Greetings in Jesus! Your welcomed 
letter reached me yesterday. I was 
not here when it arrived, as I had 
gone out of town for the day to be in 

nN service. It was, in- 
deed, a pleasure to 
come in after 11 
| P. M., though cold 
and tired, to find 
waiting for mea let- 
ter from home, and 
the offering, which 
is also greatly ap- 
preciated. May the 
Lord bless all who 
have helped to 
Pearl M. Stark make it possible. 

I spent yesterday 
out again among the poor and needy, 
and my heart was deeply moved. 
Starting the day, I awakened quite 
early to the sound of a bitter cold 
rain beating on the window. I pon- 
dered in my heart whether I should 
go to the country as I had planned the 
day before. I prayed a little about it 
and thought surely the Lord would 
be pleased to send the rain away. I 
dropped off to sleep to awaken again 
in about an hour, but the rain was 
still beating on the window in a rather 
angry manner. The wind whistled 
past tiny crevices, causing a cold, 
weird sound. Again I wondered what 
I should do. To go meant exposing 
myself to the cold and rain, and no 
fire to warm by at either place. But 
was that all? No, to go would also 
mean helping to brighten the way for 
someone else who was cold and sad, 
without Jesus. So, I went in the cold, 
chilly rain, but oh, how warm in my 
heart! I felt the Lord was pleased. 
But we are so nearsighted sometimes. 
Had the Lord sent the rain away, I 
would never have known the cold and 
suffering of others—and there is so 
much of it. 

I arrived in the first village by bus, 
just in time for the Sunday School at 
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11 A. M. Then I went to the home of 
friends for lunch. I had taken some 
with me in case the necessity should 
arise. In the afternoon the rain had 
ceased, but a very bitter wind was 
blowing, which was felt quite keenly. 
As for myself, I had a warm coat (the 
one I had worn the winter before), 
but others walked along with me who 
had on very thin jackets and dresses. 
Never a word of complaint did I 
hear; instead, they showed that they 
were glad I had come. We arrived 
at the little meeting place, which al- 
so had no heat of any kind and for 
lack of light the door had to remain 
open throughout the service. 

What did we find? Was the crowd 
less -because of the cold rain? No, 
not at all; if anything, there were 
more. The little house was filled with 
smiling faces and hearts full of grati- 
tude. Prayers and praise went up as 
tears of gratitude flowed. Words of 
glory, praise, hallelujah echoed softly 
but sincerely from the lips of the 
young, as well as older ones, in their 
own language, of course. My heart was 
melted as I looked around and saw 
that the feet of many of the children 
were shoeless and athers had only 
shoes which were already wet from 
the water in the road where they had 
walked. None had on wraps suffi- 
cient to keep them warm. Not only 
the Sunday School was here, but also 
the preaching service at 5 P. M., and 
many of these children sat through- 
out the preaching service, as well as 
the Sunday School. I felt I had been 
more than repaid for going. 

By the time the preaching service 
was over, it was dark. The wind had 
died down some so that it was not 
quite so bitter cold. After a light 
lunch, we went to the same place 
where the morning Sunday School 
had been held, for a night service, 
and we found a full house. After this 
service I took the bus back to my 
place of abode.. Though my bed is a 


straw mattress, it was welcome, and 
I felt so happy because I had gone. 

Christmas is drawing near and we 
often think of home at this time. 
Somehow Christmas speaks of home 
to those who know the Lord. We often 
think of Jesus, the Babe in the man- 
ger, and it was this Babe in the man- 
ger who came to provide a way for us 
to enjoy that eternal home. That is 
what Christmas means to me. 

When I think of the first home 
which Jesus had here on earth, just 
a barn and straw for a bed, I feel 
thankful, indeed, for my straw mat- 
tress. Jesus, no doubt, went without 
a lot of things, and this is.why He 
could understand the need of the 
poor. There were two times, which 
come to my mind just now, when Je- 
sus especially mentioned the poor. 
One was when John the Baptist was 
in prison and he sent his disciples to 
the Lord to inquire of Him as to 
whether He was the Christ or should 
he look for another. But the Lord 
only replied, “The poor have the gos- 
pel preached unto them,” etc. The 
other was when Mary had anointed 
the Lord and the greedy disciple re- 
buked her for it, and said, “This 
should have been sold and given to 
the poor.” But the Lord said, “The 
poor have ye always with you.” Jesus 
did not mean that we should not help 
the poor, but He reminded them that 
after He was gone there would still 
be the poor and needy. So now it is 
a pleasure to give to them the gos- 
pel and see the joy of the Lord in 
their hearts by the expressions on 
their faces. 

May the Lord richly bless you and 
those who have helped to make it 
possible to bring the gospel to these 
who are in such need. 

Kindest regards to your family 
and those of the office.—Sincerely, 
your sister in the Lord, Pearl M. Stark. 
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—_ for: 


e Lord to heal my body and direct my 
Miss. 


fee ae Mrs. Ollie Gazoway, Starkville, 

‘My husband, who is backslidden. Praise 
God for that blessed, divine touch that healed 
me.—Mrs. Harry Duncan, Riner, Va. 

My mother to be saved and to walk in the 
light of holiness; the Lord’s will to be done 
in my life. —Marie Tankersly, Dayton, Ohio. 

Me, I have been sick for three weeks with 
my nerves or a stomach trouble; our church 
at Elkins, W. Va.—Virgil Hanger, clerk. 

Healing for my husband’s arm; me to be 
healed of a cold and bad cough; the Lord to 
make a way for us to attend services.— 
Viola Morris, Gadsden, Ala. 

Me, I am in a serious condition with 
dropsy, my limbs are swollen and I can’t lie 
down to rest.—Ethel Jones, Yancey, Ky. 

My healing of severe headaches; healing for 
Fred Winstead, who is critically ill with some 
kind of nervous spells. God to save Manson 
Winstead; an unspoken request.—Mrs. Elso 
Stancel, Clarkesville, Ga. 

to give me a strong, well body and 
carry me safely through motherhood. I have 
a stomach and sinus trouble and have suf- 
fered for years with several ailments. I 
need your prayers very much.—Mrs. 
Wood, Plant City, Fla. 

My little granddaughter, who has a growth 
on her neck; others here to be healed.—Mrs. 
Elizabeth Lowe, Fonde; Ky. 

My husband to receive the Holy Ghost and 
be healed; he is having a severe operation for 
cancer.—Mrs. 8S. P. Daws, Bogalusa, La. 

Healing for my husband.—Mrs. J. W. Will- 
hoite, Aurora, Colo. 

The Lord to give us a great revival and 
help us organize a new church at Benson, 
Arizona. I have just received the Holy Ghost; 
the people are interested. Rev. Thomas W. 
Leigh is in charge of the revival.—Miss Ann 
Stanfield. 


for Prayer 


My husband to be healed; me to get closer 
to the Lord, also to get a job.—Elva Tidwell, 
Scottsboro, Ala. 

My healing.—Daisy Richardson, Marks, Miss. 


The healing of my body and the will of 
God to be worked out in my life; my unsaved 
loved. ones.—Mrs. Clemon Allen, Taylors, S. C. 


God to undertake and lift our burden.— 
A reader, Winter Haven, Fla. 

The healing of my body; God to have His 
way in our church; an unspoken request.— 
A reader. 

My husband, my home and the heal- 
ing of my body.—Mrs. W. C. Mills, Rock Is- 
land, ‘Tenn. 

The healing of my niece 
Myrtle Whitehead, Hartwell, 

The healing of my body; my “family.—s. B. 
Spencer, Smyrna, S. C. 

The healing of my body.—Earl 
Williamstown, W. Va. 

My husband .to be healed and saved, my 
unsaved loved ones.—Eva Smith, Toledo, 
Ohio. 

My husband to be healed; our daughters; 
the Lord to lead us in all things. —Mrs. T. G. 
Reece, Franklin, N. C. 

God to heal my youngest son of asthma.— 
Mrs. Bob Roberts, Hyden, Ky. 

The healing of my little girl; 
become a Christian home.—Grace 
Eton, Georgia. 

My husband to grow stronger in the Lord 
and receive the Holy Ghost; an unspoken 
request.—Mrs. Arlie Berg, Author, W. Va. 

The healing of my body.—Anna McLendon. 

Our home..to be a Christian home; the 
healing of my sister-in-law and brother-in- 
law; two very sinful women; two young boys 
to be saved. —Mrs. G. 

God to undertake for me.—Callie Huff, 
Russell Springs, Ky. 

The healing of my mother’s eyes.—Aurora 
Whitt, Albuquerque, New Mexico. 


and nephew.— 


Flowers, 


our home to 
Mealer, 





FATHER TIME 
(Continued from page 3) 
indifference meets us at every turn of 
the road. Some are falling by the 
wayside, others are lame and their 
feeble knees need to be strengthened. 
There will be plenty for us to do; and 
above all, we do well as His children 
to ask Him to revive the spirit of 
prayer and a desire for a closer walk 
with Him in every one of our hearts. 
We will also need more of that power 
in us that will help us to do His good 
will and pleasure and abide in the 
vine, for without Him we can do 
nothing. Then again, we can do.all 
things through Christ which 

strengtheneth us. 

As ministers, we should resolve in 
our hearts to covet a closer walk 
with Him, acquaint ourselves better 
with His Word and long for that 
anointing that will enable us to feel 
for others like Christ did, and that 
our preaching may create a desire in 
the hearts of our hearers to become 
His followers. The time is short and 
the future of all mankind is of ut- 
most importance. We do well to covet 
that earnest spirit of prayer which 
possessed many of our predecessors in 
the ministry, brought about in them 
a deep joy, and at the ‘same time 
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worked in them that deep love for 
others without which no true shep- 
herd can have results. Why not ask 
God to saturate our messages with 
love and tears, and that heavenly 
anointing without which our ministry 
is ineffective? We need the Lord 
and we need Him very much. 
THE MEMBERSHIP 

Since we are workers together with 
Him, it is of utmost importance that 
you, too, resolve in your heart to seek 
His face in a renewed way. Why not 
ask the Lord to let you feel your re- 
sponsibility more heavily? The work 
of soul-saving is resting upon your 
shoulders alongside of that of the 
minister. Why not ask Him to purge 
you that you may bring forth more 
fruit? Resolve in your heart that your 


testimonies shall contain more of that 


which will bless others; that your 
prayers, both in secret and in public, 
shall have that in them which will 
move the heart of God and bring con- 
viction to* others. Why not use the 
best of care in your conversation 
with others? Let it be your resolve, as 
well as all of us, to be swift to hear 
and to speak’ only that which will be 
for the .edifying of others? Renew 
your covenant with God along the 
line of secret prayer, for our victory 


in the house of the Lord depends on 
our secret devotions. The secret place 
of prayer and the moments we spend 
in waiting upon the Lord, renew our 
strength, enabling us to overcome 
and mount up, thereby reaching a 
higher place in the Lord. In running 
we shall not weary, and walking we 
shall not faint. It pays to pray. 
TO THE THOUGHTLESS 

We would leave this admonition. 
The days are passing by swiftly and 
we are hurrying on to another world. 
Why not give earnest heed and think 
seriously? If God permits you to live 
throughout the year, do not let it 
find you then as you are now. The 
good admonitions of those interested 
in you, the interest the church is 
manifesting toward you, the admoni- 
tion of a praying father and mother 
should bear heavily upon you and 
cause you to make up your mind to 
cast your lot with those who are now 
enjoying the happiness which comes 
to those who have renounced sin and 
have accepted Him who can make our 
lives happy and assure us of eternal 
life. 

FINALLY 

May the blessings of Him who is 
able and willing to stand by us and 
help us to be pleasing unto Him, guide 
our feet during the year before us 
and make us more than conquerors 
“through him that loved us.” 

New Year’s greetings to all. 





OBITUARY 
(Continued from page 2) 
State. He was born June 13, 1889, a 
son of the late Lace Marcum and 
Polly (Williams) Marcum. 

His son Dana preceded him in 
death. Surviving are his wife and nine 
children: Mrs. Evelyn Pack, McVeigh, 
Ky.; Kenneth P. Marcum, Braeholm, 
W. Va.; Mrs. Hazel Hatfield, Dingess; 
Junior, Alice, Lace, David, and Manuel 
Marcum, all of Naugatuck; and Clyde 
Marcum, Mallory, W. Va.; two broth- 
ers: Rev. Ray Marcum, Cleveland, 
Ohio, and R. L. Marcum, Huntington; 
and five sisters: Mrs. E. R. Noel, 
Lenore; Mrs. Wallace Marcum, Del- 
barton; Mrs. Marlin Smith, Hunting- 
ton; Mrs. Harley Stroud, Accoville, 
W. Va.; and Mrs. R. P. Wright, Wil- 
sondale, W. Va. Eight grandchildren 
also survive. 

Funeral services were conducted at 
the Marcum home, and burial fol- 
lowed at the Marcum family ceme- 
tery—Paul H. Walker, state overseer 
of West Virginia. 
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He Has Been Wonderful to Me 

SYLACAUGA, Ala—I praise the 
Lord for His many blessings to me. 
He has been wonderful to me. I thank 
Him for His healing power and for 
answering many prayers in my home. 
I promised Him if He would touch my 
baby’s body I would praise Him for it. 
He answered my prayers. I praise Him 
for full and free salvation. He’s the 
same yesterday, today, and for ever. 
He is no respecter of persons. I can 
never tell what He means to me. I 
hope this will encourage someone who 
is seeking God to hold on, for there is 
but one unforgivable sin and that is 
blasphemy against the Holy Ghost. 
Please pray for me that God’s will 
may be done in my life—A sister in 
Christ, Mrs. Howard Wesson, Rt. 1, 
Box 71. 

Reporting Victory 

RYDAL, Ga.—I am glad the Holy 
Ghost abides and I can report victory 
in my soul. It is so sweet to trust in 
Jesus. I thank Him for His healing 
power. I know He will do what we 
ask, if we will only trust Him. I want 
to do all I can for Him. Pray for me 
that I will ever stand true for the 
Lord.—Mrs. H. E. Patterson. 

A Very Happy Young Girl 

SPRAY, N. C——I am a very happy 
young girl tonight. I have something 
about which to be ‘happy. I am 
saved, sanctified, and filled with the 
Holy Ghost. Brother Holmes was con- 
ducting a revival for us. I was hun- 
gry for the Holy Ghost. Some of the 
sisters had been having prayer serv- 
ice each morning at ten-thirty. One 
day I stayed out of school and went 
to prayer service. I received the Holy 
Ghost about twelve o’clock that day. 
The next morning, Saturday, my sis- 
ter and one of my girl friends re- 
ceived the Holy Ghost. It was a halle- 
lujah time when we all received the 
Holy Ghost. I doubt very much if they 
had a better time at Pentecost. Pray 
for me that I will not fail in my duty 
as I have felt the call to preach.— 
Lessie Rierson. 

I Know the Lord Heals 

I praise the Lord for His healing 

power. I went to a doctor about three 
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years ago and he said I had a tumor. 
I haven’t been back since. I have been 
prayed for several times. My side 
hurts sometimes. I don’t know wheth- 
er it is the tumor or not, but I know 
the Lord does heal. The last spell I 
had I promised the Lord if He would 
heal me I would testify through the 
Evangel and the next day my side 
quit hurting. I want to trust the Lord, 
so please pray for me that I will have 
faith to be completely healed.—Mrs. 
R. F. Carroll, Chattanooga, Tennessee. 
Praise the Name of Jesus 

DALLAS, Ga. — I praise Jesus for 
His goodness to me in everything I 
undertake and for supplying our 
needs. I truly thank God for His-heal- 
ing power; He has healed my body 
many times. The Lord is truly won- 
derful. A few days ago my jaw swelled 
and I was in great pain, but, praise 
God, He healed me! My little daugh- 
ter has rheumatic fever, but I know 
God is able to heal her. Praise His 
name. Pray for us.—Frances Buchan- 
an. 

HEFLIN, Ala. — I praise God for 
healing me. For over three years I 
suffered terribly with something 
wrong with my stomach and right 
side and weakness. I had _ several 
good doctors to examine me and 
several X-rays made, but the doctor 
wouldn’t tell me what was wrong, 
just told me I would never be well 
any more. I had promised God I 
would trust Him to the end. I was 
so weak at times it seemed every 
breath would be the last one, so I 
said, Lord, I have done all I know 
to do, your will be done. He healed 


me and now I can enjoy eating any- 
thing I want.—Lillie Boswell. 
Healed While Reading the 
Evangel 

GILLSVILLE, Ga—I am glad we 
can serve a prayer-answering God. 
I had suffered for some time with 
my knee and ankle. I could hardly 
walk and they were so painful I could 
hardly sleep at night. A few days 
ago, I was reading in the Evangel 
about a sister being healed while 
listening to the radio. I just looked 
up, with the Evangel in my hand, 
and said, “God, you can heal me 
now.” The power and glory of God 
came down and the pain was gone. 
I praise Him for His wonderful love. 
We have no Church of God near 
here. Help us pray that God will send 
someone this way. Also, pray that God 
will make me a blessing to this com- 
munity.—Mary H. Rucker, Route 1. 

I praise the Lord for being so won- 
derful to me. He has touched my 
body in several different ways and I 
am praising Him for it. It is so com- 
forting to have Jesus in the time of 
sickness.—Mrs. J. D. McCoy, Alabama 
City, Ala. 
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A SURE WAY TO PROSPERITY 
(Continued from page 6) 


answer comes, see if you are doing 
God’s will. Mal. 3:11, 12, “I will re- 
buke the devourer for your sakes, 
and he shall not destroy (corrupt) 
the fruits of your ground; neither 
shall your vine cast her fruit before 
the time in the field, saith the Lord 
of hosts. And all nations shall call 
you blessed: for ye shall be a delight- 
some land, saith the Lord of hosts.” 

God is the Sovereign of the soil, 
and the Proprietor. Lev. 27:30-32. The 
proceeds of this rent, God, as King, 
appropriated to the maintenance and 
remuneration of His servants, the 
Levites (preachers). Num. 18:21-24. 
Many a preacher is held back in the 
ministry of the Word. Some Chris- 
tians give but very little of their in- 
come, if any. God says, “Lay not up 
for yourselves treasures upon earth 
... but lay up for yourselves treasures 
in heaven,” Matt. 6:19, 20, a COM- 
MAND TO US. 

When we consider the near coming 
of the Lord back to earth, and that 
the antichrist is so soon to reign on 
this earth, why do we hold onto the 
material things, which would, if 
placed in God’s hands, be used to 
spread the gospel and be wealth 
awaiting us in heaven? Churches are 
losing interest and souls are not 
helped or saved, and you still hold 
on while your brother is in need. How 
dwelleth the love of God in you? 
Obey God and some day you will 
share in the fulfillment of it. “... the 
meek .. . shall inherit the earth.” 


The born-again nature wants to 
give because it is, and belongs to, 
the nature of God. Many who do not 
claim to be Christians, give, find it 
a blessing in prosperity, and are dili- 
gent in paying tithes. 

The blood (atonement) of Jesus 
Christ, under the new covenant, 
through repentance, only saves from 
sin; but to obey God’s commandments 
will increase heaven’s riches while on 
earth. John 3:16, “For God so loved 
the world, that he gave his only be- 
gotten Son, that whosoever believeth 
in him should not perish, but have 
everlasting life.” Luke 6:38, “Give, 
and it shall be given you; good meas- 
ure, pressed down, and shaken to- 
gether, and running over, shall men 
give unto your bosom.” 

CHRISTIANS, these are blessings 
given you to supply your needs. The 
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apostle Paul said, “Not because I de- 
sire a gift: but I desire fruit that 
may abound to your account... hav- 
ing received of Epaphroditus the 
things which were sent from you, an 
odour of a sweet smell, a sacrifice 
acceptable, well pleasing to God,” 
Phil. 4:17, 18. 


You say, “I must pay my personal 
debts, and my earnings are not suf- 
ficient, after the tithe is given.” TRY 
GOD’S PLAN. Watch God work. Phil. 
4:19, Paul says, “My God shall supply 
ALL your need according to his riches 
in glory by Christ Jesus.” You do your 
part by at least giving God His part 
of your income, the tithe. God still 
says, “. . . make me a little cake 
FIRST.” 

James 4:17, “Therefore to him that 


knoweth to do good, and doeth it not, 
to him it is sin.” 

What you give God is never lost. 
What you keep will be lost. The de- 
pletion of the soil is the result of 
the murder of Abel by his brother. 
Gen. 4:12. 

The reason for crop destruction by 
insects and worms is, you have failed 
God in your tithes. Mal. 3:11. 

“Then whose shall those things be, 
which thou hast provided,” Luke 12:- 
20. 

“So is he that layeth up treasure 
for himself, and is not rich toward 
God,” Luke 12:21. Use God’s exchange 
bank to send your treasure on to 
glory. Luke 12:33. It will bless your 
children. Isa. 54:13, “. . . and great 
shall be the peace of thy children.” 
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1948 PURSUIT 
(Continued from, page 7) 


your faith without your works, and I 
will shew you my faith by my works.” 
A working religion is better any time 
than a professional religion. 

The new year will bring new re- 
sponsibilities, new burdens, new op- 
portunities, and we will need the 
guidance of God to help us demon- 
strate a Christlike spirit and show 
the attitude of a sincere Christian in 
our decisions in meeting the challenge 
of 1948. “Sufficient unto the day is 
the evil thereof.” We can easily be in 
bondage to ourselves, imprisoned by 
Selfish interests, though at the same 
time seeking escape through certain 
channels by which we claim our free- 
dom from ourselves, only to be found 
again in the same place. There is only 
one true freedom, and that is found 
in seeking the kingdom of God and 
His righteousness first, with the 
promise that the other things will be 
added. Paul said, “This one thing I 
do, forgetting those things which are 
behind, I press toward the mark for 
the prize of the high calling of God 
in Christ Jesus.” 

If we can do one thing in the new 
year, and that one thing is seek first 
the kingdom and His righteousness, it 
will be a glorious year. If all Chris- 
tians everywhere would concentrate 
on this one thing, the results of the 
spread of the gospel in promoting the 
kingdom would, indeed, be gratifying. 
There would be finances and workers 
to carry on the work as we have never 
had before. There would be real 
Christianity in action in offices, at 
the machines, in the mill, on the 
farm, on the mission field, in the 
home land. In the face of opposition 
and trying circumstances’ people 
would see the beauty of salvation and 
be brought under conviction, and, no 
doubt, the greatest revival the world 
has ever known would sweep the 
country. May we keep this as our re- 
solve and pursuit for 1948—seek first 
the kingdom and His righteousness. 





REFLECTIONS 
(Continued from page 8) 


but, it has been said that God fights 
for those who fight for righteousness. 
God does not always favor the search 
after wealth, pleasure, or ease, but He 
does always favor the Christian in his 
conflict with evil. 

Men make progress when they stop, 
reflect, and think retrospectively on 
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the blessings of God. David said, “My 
heart was hot within me, while I was 
musing the fire burned: then spake 
I with my tongue,” Psalm. 39:3. As we 
Pause now to reflect on the blessings 
of God and His direction all along the 
way thus far, our hearts warm within 
us with gratitude to Him for His mar- 
velous goodness, watchful care, and 
continued guidance through all dan- 
gers, seen and unseen. 

None of us know the future. Many 
have offered beautiful pictures of the 
postwar era, with all of its modern 
conveniences and latest scientific in- 
ventions to aid the comfort, satisfac- 
tion, and pleasure of human beings, 
until some have thought that sure- 
ly the thousand years of peace would 
have immediately followed this last 
war; but instead, we are still faced 
with grave realities—the unpleasant- 
ness of famine, pestilence, and hunger 
—with discontent, strikes, and un- 
restful, unsettled feelings still exist- 
ing. At this moment, when the world 
had so keenly hoped for a peaceful 
settlement in Europe, we are entering 
the new year with little hope of this, 
but rather a division of Eastern: and 
Western powers, creating a greater 
breach, which, I fear, will end in the 
most tragic and horrible of all wars. 


Men, through the ages, have at- 
tempted to view the future by the 
signposts of history. The pages of his- 
tory are dripping with the blood of 
multiplied millions. Jesus said that 
when ye hear of wars and rumors of 
war, see that ye be not troubled: for 
all these things must come to pass, 
but the end is not yet. We may ex- 
pect wars, famines, pestilences, earth- 
quakes, and an increased persecution 
to the point of many thousands being 
killed for righteousness’ sake. 

in Matt. 24:14, Jesus said, This gos- 
pel of the kingdom shall be preached 
in all the world for a witness unto all 
nations, and then shall the end come. 
Therefore, let us, in our planning for 
the new year, with all of its unknown 
realities, put foremost in our thoughts 
always the spread of the gospel of the 
Lord Jesus Christ. The Lord will help 
us. As we reflect upon our past ex- 
periences in the gospel work, we have 
that blessed assurance that God will 
be with us. As Israel drew near to God 
and was favored with His divine pres- 
ence, so we may expect our God to de- 
feat the enemies of righteousness and 
give us the victory when we, His peo- 
ple, thoroughly consecrate ourselves to 
the work to which He has called us 
and for which He gave His own life. 
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THE MINISTERS MANUAL 


The 1948 edition of this very popular book is now available. As you prob- 
ably are aware, it contains helps for every day in the year. These helps 
include sermon outlines, order of service, illustrations, material for spe- 
cial days, suggested texts and themes, and guides for church activities of 
Cloth bound, 317 pages. 
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SPECIAL BONUS OFFERED 
Sponsored by—’’The Young People of the Church of God.” Read the following: 


Jue YOUNG people have decided that they should 
sponsor an EVANGEL and LIGHTED PATHWAY drive, 
and here is what was decided—That each church be sent 
a supply of subscription coupon books with which to se- 
cure subscriptions, and that each church appoint a com- 
mittee of three (or more) to work at this. 

For every ten (or more) Evangel and Lighted Pathway 
subscriptions received (with the full subscription price) 
you will receive a bonus of 20c for every subscription 
sent in from your church. For example: 


Subscriptions received 


25 ° ° ; ° 
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Bonus 
$2.00 
2.80 
4.20 
5.00 
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We are giving below some questions and answers which we hope will make the 
rules clear to everyone. | 


Question: 


Answer: 


Question: 


Answer: 


Question: 
Answer: 


Question: 


Answer: 


How many subscriptions do | have to send 
in to receive the bonus? 
Ten or more. The Evangel and Lighted 
Pathway subscriptions do not have to be 
counted separately. 

lf | secure five subscriptions and another 
member of our Y. P. E. secures five, will 
a bonus be given? 

Yes, when ten subscriptions have been re- 
ceived here from one Y. P. E. a check will 
be mailed. 

Does the individual receive the bonus, or 
does it go into the Y. P. E. treasury? 
Whatever is decided by your pastor and 
the Y. P. E. 

Would | be allowed to deduct 20c for each 
subscription and send the balance to Head- 
quarters? 

NO. Send in the full amount for the sub- 
scriptions, then when we receive it we will 
mail you a check for the ‘amount due. 


Question: 


Answer: 


Question: 


Answer: 


Question: 


Answer: 


If | secure less than ten subscriptions and 
send them in, then later secure enough to 
make it ten, will | be entitled to the bonus? 
Yes, each month the subscriptions will be 
counted and when your Y. P. E. has sent 
in ten or more a check will be mailed. 


lf | send in subscriptions on paper other 
than the coupon book, will | get credit for 
them? 

No. This is a Young People’s Drive, and 
the only way we have of knowing subscrip- 
tions are sent in by the young people is 
when they are sent in on the pink forms. 
If you have not received your pink forms, 
write a letter stating the subscriptions are 
from your Y. P. E. 


Is it all right for the pastor, or any of the 
older people, to assist in this drive if he 
wishes to do so? 

Yes. 


Checks for bonuses have already been written and mailed to a number of persons. 
LET US SEND ONE TO YOU! 


If you need SUBSCRIPTION BOOKS or additional informa- 
tion, write to your State Youth Director or to Ralph E. Williams, 
Montgomery Avenue, Cleveland, Tennessee. 

COME ON, YOUNG PEOPLE, WE’RE COUNTING ON YOU! OUR GOAL 
IS FORTY THOUSAND SUBSCRIPTIONS 
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AND ILLUSTRATIONS 


APPELMAN’S SERMON 
OUTLINES AND 
ILLUSTRATIONS 
By Hyman J. Appelman 
Gems gleaned during many 
years of studying and pro- 
claiming the Word of God. 
Chronologically arranged. 
$1.50 
1,000 SERMON 
OUTLINES 
By T. W. Callaway 
Usable, suggestive out- 
lines for the busy preach- 
er. $1.50 


SERMON OUTLINES 
AND ILLUSTRATIONS 
By Theodore W. Engstrom 
A compilation of 75 out- 
standing sermon outlines 
of leading preachers, to- 
gether with 120 helpful 
sermon illustrations, $1.50 


PICKINGS 

By Robert G. Lee 

Choice illustrations and 
informative facts for pul- 
pit and platform. $1.50 


ILLUSTRATIONS FOR 
PREACHERS AND 
SPEAKERS 

By Keith L. Brooks 
Helpful for sermon prepa- 
ration, $1.50 


CHOICE ILLUSTRA- 
TIONS AND 
QUOTABLE POEMS 

MORE ILLUSTRATIONS 
AND QUOTABLE 
POEMS 

By A. Bernard Webber 

Usable, interesting and ef- 

fective illustrations and 

poems, Each, $1.50 


CHAPMAN’S CHOICE 
OUTLINES AND 
ILLUSTRATIONS 

By J. B. Chapman 

Helpful, usable, Scriptural 

material. $1.25 


SELECTED SERMON 
OUTLINES 

By J. B. Tidwell 

50 attractive, usable sere 
mon outlines for the busy 
pastor. $1.50 


TREASURY OF 
GOSPEL GEMS 
Volume IV 
On the Gospels 

Edited by 
Theodore W. Engstrom 
Outlines and illustrations, 
sermon-starters, quotable 
poetry and seed thoughts 
— all from the Gospels. 

$2.50 
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